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Welcome

• Julia Flood, Assistant Academic Support Librarian 

CSM. 

• Billie Coxhead, Materials & Products Co-ordinator

CSM & LCF.

j.flood@arts.ac.uk

https://arts.ac.libguides.com/Materials



Housekeeping / Netiquette

Check you can use the chat function:

I will be recording the main room presentation and 
group work feedback for my PGCert project.



• Starting your research with an object as the central focus

• What an object can tell you about itself

• Strategies for investigating how sustainable it is or seeking alternatives

• Understanding the life-span of an object

Please either give or deny consent the use of your data in the ethical enquiry form.

Session outcomes



• We will focus on object- and artefact- based literacy (Appleton, 
2017:21)

• Object-based learning: uses the object or material as a primary 
source. Our secondary sources are the published articles and 
information written about them.

The object or material as central focus

Take a minute to choose an object!



What can your object tell you about itself?

Rubber balls in a glass jar, by David King. 
Copyright: Dorling Kindersley.

Keywords

Mass-produced
Cheap
Dye
Rubber? Plastics?
Where is it produced?



Jot down your object name and initial questions 

below.



The UN's 3 Pillars Framework:

We can research and relate sustainability to our practice or chosen object using 

this framework:

• Social

People, Equal opportunity, Community, Fair living standards, Education 

for all, Cultural habits and preservation

• Economic

Can (and should) a business be profitable and sustainable?

• Environment

Responsible use of natural resources, Pollution prevention, Biodiversity, 

Soil regeneration

Social

Economic
Environme

nt

Venn diagram adapted from the University of Michigan Sustainability Assessment

https://circularecology.com/sustainability-and-sustainable-development.html


Materials and Products Sustainability Criteria:







Any questions?



Feedback


