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Housekeeping / Netiquette

Check you can use the chat function:

We will be recording the main room 
presentation and group work feedback.
We will not be recording your breakout room 
discussions/activities.

Your participation is key!



Welcome

• Julia Flood, Assistant Academic Support Librarian 

CSM.

• Billie Coxhead, Materials & Products Co-ordinator

CSM & LCF.



In this session...

• Keyword mapping.

• Overview of sustainability.

• How to research sustainability your 

practice/object/material using the three pillars and 

questions as a framework.

• You will have the opportunity to search the library 

resources in groups and discuss your findings.

Social

Economic Environment

Framework adapted from the University of Michigan Sustainability Assessment

https://circularecology.com/sustainability-and-sustainable-development.html


Session outcomes

• Three pillar framework: leave session with a framework and set of questions 

within each for thinking about and researching sustainability, your 

practice/materials/objects.

• Awareness of concepts underpinning sustainable thought.

• Library tools/resources you can use to research sustainability.

• Researching sustainability in a supportive collaborative space.



What does sustainability mean to you?
Add all the different words you can think of related to sustainability to this board using the T tool



Researching sustainability

Social

Economic Environment

Venn diagram adapted from the University of Michigan Sustainability Assessment

https://circularecology.com/sustainability-and-sustainable-development.html


Researching sustainability

We can research and relate sustainability to our practice or chosen object using 

this framework:

• Social
Social

Economic Environme
nt

Venn diagram adapted from the University of Michigan Sustainability Assessment

https://circularecology.com/sustainability-and-sustainable-development.html


Researching sustainability

We can research and relate sustainability to our practice or chosen object using 

this framework:

• Social

People, Equal opportunity, Community, Fair living standards, 

Education for all, Cultural habits and preservation.

Social

Economic Environme
nt

Venn diagram adapted from the University of Michigan Sustainability Assessment

https://circularecology.com/sustainability-and-sustainable-development.html


Social Sustainability
Inclusive, safe, just and resilient 

societies can make more sustainable 

choices!

How? By supporting human rights through 
government and institutional policy:

• Work

• Education

• Health

• Housing

• Social justice and equality

Ethical agricultural land management report on Allbirds fashion brand, 
LSN: Global, July 2021



Social Sustainability – Google Scholar and WGSN
Cotton Social

Similar terms "Natural cloth"
"Natural fibres"
"Plant-based cloth"

Community
People

Related 
terms

Land
Water
Pesticide
Organic
"Regenerative 
Organic Certification"

Policy
Equality
Cheap/ inexpensive
"Land ownership"
"Land guardianship"
Countries

Narrower 
terms

Twill
Canvas
"Better Cotton"

Women
Children
Minorities
Indigenous
Farming

• Which communities suffer from an abundance 
of plastic waste? (equality)

• What initiatives exist in the production of 
cotton that benefit the community? (policy)

• How can cotton production benefit farmers 
economically? (equality)

• How can cotton be produced with less 
impact on water use? (environment)

Image from FibreTrace, WGSN



Cotton - Is it Socially Sustainable?

Cotton1. Chose a material/object/idea
2. Gathered keywords
3. Used these resources to research:

Ask Questions!

Build a research Vocabulary

Perform your search on 
databases:

• Google Scholar
• WGSN

Keep building your vocabulary 
and refining your topic

Reference 1 (Google Scholar):
Mancini, F., Termorshuizen, A.J., Jiggins, J.L. and van Bruggen, 
A.H., 2008. Increasing the environmental and social 
sustainability of cotton farming through farmer education in 
Andhra Pradesh, India. Agricultural Systems, 96(1-3), pp.16-
25.
Reference 2 (WGSN):
Cotton: from fibre to fashion (2021). WGSN.
Accessed on November 9th. URL:

Theory: Leopold, A. (1981) A Sand County almanac, and 
Sketches here and there. New York: Oxford University Press.



Is it Socially Sustainable? 
Group activity

1. Choose something from our ideas
OR
choose your own to discuss and research as a 
group.

2. Use one or both resources to research:

• Google Scholar
• WGSN

3. As a group choose and add a link to one 
reference on the Social Sustainability Padlet.

3D Printing

Biofabricated materials

Bioplastics

Cotton

Concrete

Food waste

Hemp

Mushrooms

Paper

Petro chemicals

Plastic

Rubber

Solar power

The Internet

The Fashion Industry

Vegan Leather

Wood

10 minutes

https://scholar.google.com/
https://arts.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://www.wgsn.com/fashion/


Break time

5 minutes



Researching sustainability

We can research and relate sustainability to our practice or chosen object using 

this framework:

• Social

People, Equal opportunity, Community, Fair living standards, Education 

for all, Cultural habits and preservation

• Economic

Social

Economic Environme
nt

Venn diagram adapted from the University of Michigan Sustainability Assessment

https://circularecology.com/sustainability-and-sustainable-development.html


Researching sustainability?

We can research and relate sustainability to our practice or chosen object using 

this framework:

• Social

People, Equal opportunity, Community, Fair living standards, 

Education for all, Cultural habits and preservation

• Economic

Business, Cost savings, Consumption, Equitable growth, Financial, 

Trade, Sustainable research and development

Social

Economic Environme
nt

Venn diagram adapted from the University of Michigan Sustainability Assessment

https://circularecology.com/sustainability-and-sustainable-development.html


Economic Sustainability

Finding ways to reconcile economic growth with the earth's capacity.

Methods may include:

• Technology innovations

• Environmental standards / Certification

• Green policies

• Market forces

But is this enough?



Economic Sustainability

Is sustainability compatible with economic growth?

Do we need a fundamental shift in global economy?

This could include:

• Localisation

• Smallness

• Self-sufficiency



Economic Sustainability – questions to ask
Plastic Packaging Economic

Similar 
terms

Plastic wrapping
Plastic bags

Business
Consumption
Financial
Trade
Industry

Related 
terms

Waste; landfill
Recycling
Re-purposing
Biodegradable
Paper; metal; glass, 
etc.

Profit
Cost savings
Equitable growth
Sustainable development

Narrower 
terms

bottle
punnet
Box
Tube

Certification
Life cycle analysis

Beware of Greenwashing!

• What company 
produces/makes the object?

• What steps are they taking to 
be socially and 
environmentally sustainable? 
E.g. Certification, 
Environmental standards

• Are they able to 
achieve economic success 
AND be environmentally 
and socially sustainable? Or 
do they prioritise profits 
over sustainability?



Is it Economically Sustainable? Activity example

1. Choose something from our ideas
OR
choose your own to discuss and research as a group.

2. Use one or both resources to research:

• Articles Plus
• ProQuest News & Newspapers

3. As a group choose and add a link to one reference 
on the Social Sustainability Padlet.

Plastic packaging

http://articlesplus.arts.ac.uk/search
https://search-proquest-com.arts.idm.oclc.org/news/index?accountid=10342


Is it Economically Sustainable? 
Group activity

1. Choose something from our ideas
OR
choose your own to discuss and research as a 
group.

2. Use one or both resources to research:

• Articles Plus
• ProQuest News & Newspapers

3. As a group choose and add a link to one 
reference on the Economic Sustainability Padlet.

3D Printing

Biofabricated materials

Bioplastics

Cotton

Concrete

Food waste

Hemp

Mushrooms

Paper

Petro chemicals

Plastic

Rubber

Solar power

The Internet

The Fashion Industry

Vegan Leather

Wood

10 minutes

http://articlesplus.arts.ac.uk/search
https://search-proquest-com.arts.idm.oclc.org/news/index?accountid=10342


Researching sustainability?
We can research and relate sustainability to our practice or chosen object using 

this framework:

• Social

People, Equal opportunity, Community, Fair living standards, Education 

for all, Cultural habits and preservation

• Economic

Business, Cost savings, Consumption, Equitable growth, 

Financial, Trade, Sustainable research and development

• Environment

Social

Economic Environme
nt

Venn diagram adapted from the University of Michigan Sustainability Assessment

https://circularecology.com/sustainability-and-sustainable-development.html


Researching sustainability?

We can research and relate sustainability to our practice or chosen object using 

this framework:

• Social

People, Equal opportunity, Community, Fair living standards, Education for 

all, Cultural habits and preservation

• Economic

Can (and should) a business be profitable and sustainable?

• Environment

Responsible use of natural resources, Pollution prevention, Biodiversity, Soil 

regeneration

Social

Economic Environme
nt

Venn diagram adapted from the University of Michigan Sustainability Assessment

https://circularecology.com/sustainability-and-sustainable-development.html


Environmental Sustainability 

• Finding ways to conserve natural resources.

• Thinking about the lifecycle of a 

product Cradle to Cradle.

• Developing alternate sources of power and 

reduce pollution.

• Innovating new materials or utilising

materials above ground - 'waste' to reduce 

harm to the environment and biodiversity.





Environmental Sustainability – questions to ask
Bioplastic Environment

Similar 
terms

Green plastic
Eco plastic
Biopolymer

Biodiversity
Ecological
Material Extraction / Land
Eco - concious
Pollution

Related 
terms

Biodegradable
Compostable
Organic matter
Material 
innovations
Landfill
Infrastructure

Natural world
Energy / Power
Ecosystem
Circular
Life cycle
Processes of manufacture
Industrial 
agriculture farming

Narrower 
terms

Industrially 
compostable
Domestic 
composting

Regenerative
Renewable
Biodegradable
Compostable
Material impact
Cradle to Cradle

• Do you know what the material/s it is made 
from? Do you know it's full content 
and it's raw form? (material choice)

• Is it naturally grown, industrially farmed, 
synthetic? (material extraction / impact on 
land and boidiversity)

• How is it made? What process, energy, 
chemicals are used to extract and 
produce this material or product? 
(proccessing)

• Who makes it and where? (social)

• What will happen to it after it is used? Can it 
be re-used, recycled or does it go back into 
the earth? Is it Biodegradable or 
Compostable? (life-cycle / environmental / 
land biodiversity impact)



Is it Environmentally Sustainable? Activity example

1. Choose something from our ideas
OR
choose your own to discuss and research as a 
group.

2. Use one or both resources to research:

• LS:N Global
• Material District

3. As a group choose and add a link to one 
reference on the Environmental Sustainability 
Padlet.

Bioplastic

Earlybirds UK, Bioplastic power, LSN: Global, 2019

How Biodegrable is Biodegradable plastic, Material District, 2019

http://arts.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://www.lsnglobal.com
https://materialdistrict.com/


Is it Environmentally sustainable? 
Group activity

1. Choose something from our ideas
OR
choose your own to discuss and research as a 
group.

2. Use one or both resources to research:

• LS:N Global
• Material District

3. As a group choose and add a link to one 
reference on the Enironmental Sustainability 
Padlet.

3D Printing

Biofabricated materials

Bioplastic

Cotton

Concrete

Food waste

Hemp

Mushrooms

Paper

Petro chemicals

Plastic

Rubber

Solar power

The Internet

The Fashion Industry

Vegan Leather

Wood

10 minutes

http://arts.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://www.lsnglobal.com
https://materialdistrict.com/


Reflection 

Social

Economic Environment

Venn diagram adapted from the University of Michigan Sustainability Assessment

https://circularecology.com/sustainability-and-sustainable-development.html


Researching sustainability
We can research and relate sustainability to our practice or chosen object using 

this framework:

• Social

People, Equal opportunity, Community, Fair living standards, Education 

for all, Cultural habits and preservation

• Economic

Can (and should) a business be profitable and sustainable?

• Environment

Responsible use of natural resources, Pollution prevention, Biodiversity, 

Soil regeneration

Social

Economic Environme
nt

Venn diagram adapted from the University of Michigan Sustainability Assessment

https://circularecology.com/sustainability-and-sustainable-development.html


Recommended resources
• Articles Plus

• Material District

• Google Scholar

• LS:N Global

• ProQuest: News & Newspapers

• Sustainable Materials EduSeries by The Sustainable Angle

• WGSN

libsearch.arts.ac.uk

https://libsearch.arts.ac.uk/
https://materialdistrict.com/
https://scholar.google.com/
http://arts.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://www.lsnglobal.com
https://search-proquest-com.arts.idm.oclc.org/news/index?accountid=10342
https://arts-ac-libguides-com.arts.idm.oclc.org/sustainableangle
https://www-wgsn-com.arts.idm.oclc.org/fashion
http://libsearch.arts.ac.uk


Subject Guides

• Recommended 
resources.

• Great place to 
continue your 
research.

arts.ac.libguides.com/Materials/sustainability

https://arts.ac.libguides.com/Materials/sustainability


Session outcomes

• Three pillars: leave session with a framework for thinking 

about and researching sustainability and materials/objects.

• Awareness of theories underpinning sustainable thought.

• Library tools/resources you can use to research.

• Researching sustainability in a supportive collaborative space.



Final activity

Please fill in this Micorsoft form and help us with your reflections and any 
questions.

forms.office.com/r/HGyU8f4Bz6

https://forms.office.com/r/HGyU8f4Bz6


Library Services

Questions?


