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PgCert Academic Practice in Art, Design and Communication

Self-initiated Project Ethical Enquiry Form

Participant name: _Julia Flood___________________________

Cohort: C 

Tutor name: Lindsay Jordan/Tim Stephens 

	1. Please describe your research question (or focus of your research):

I am investigating how to assemble a critical information literacy toolkit for students researching different aspects around sustainability


	2. Who will be providing you with information to help you answer your question, and how will you approach and/or select them? 


Students at UAL 

This workshop will be advertised on Academic Support Online to students throughout UAL:

https://academicsupportonline.arts.ac.uk/workshops-tutorials/45272

Selection will be limited to 30 participants, the ad being open on a first-come-first-serve basis. It will also be circulated to the BA Fine Art and MA Art and Science courses at CSM, to whom I provide information literacy support.

Any student wanting to attend the session will be asked beforehand for permission for their anonymised comments and feedback to be used for my SiP project. The ad will forewarn participants of my intention to obtain their consent for this session, and a combined information and ethical consent form will be provided via URL: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xClkjH8We0e4y3fugnWNER7StRRazfNGmot7LgJZtkZUOFdBSThZV0U4SlZZTzNKUjlPUTZTT0lNSi4u 

Nb This is the final of three approaches to ethical consent that I have used throughout my SiP project. For more information on past versions, please see my SiP Workflow pages and blog on its submission date, January 21st, 2022.
Workflow: https://julia-7.workflow.arts.ac.uk/self-initiated-project-workflow-template-page 
Blog: https://criticalsustainability.myblog.arts.ac.uk/ 


	3. What will you be asking participants to do? 

1. I will be asking participants to attend and participate in a 30 minute research workshop
2. This will be followed by an anonymous online feedback form which all participants will be invited to complete.

30 Minute workshop – 3 activities

1. Students will be asked to discuss greenwashing as a group – its definition as well as ambiguities and role in the environmental issues we are experiencing.
2. Students will be asked to identify a series of materials and guess their ‘narratives’ of life cycles.
3. Students will be asked to share results of an information seeking exercise.




Students will be asked to submit a feedback form containing the following questions:


1. What were your reasons for joining this session?
2. Did you find the content of today’s session to be useful?
3. What part of the workshop engaged you the most and why?
4. What part of the workshop engaged you the least and why?
5. Write down one new thing you learned today
6. Write down one topic related to researching sustainability that you’d like help researching. 

The feedback form will be designed to take no more than 10 minutes to complete. Responses will be anonymous.


	4. How will you get informed consent from these participants?


In the ad for this session on Academic Support Online I have stated that the workshop will contribute to my PGCert and that I will use anonymised information emerging from participation and contributions throughout the session in my written and verbal submissions The ad asks people to sign up to the session first, and states that an ethical consent form will be sent to all participants once they have registered. This is in a Microsoft Form linked here:


Informed consent: 

I will seek participants’ consent to gather their verbal and written contributions to a sustainability workshop and use this as qualitative data in my project.

I will ask them to indicate that they have understood that that I intend to record, transcribe and anonymise their contributions and use this in written reflection and analysis and a verbal presentation submitted as part of my PGCert, which will be accessible to peers and tutors.  

I will inform participants that although the session is recorded, in order to anonymise contributions, I will not place footage or recordings of participants in my submission.

I will also seek participants’ consent to use their anonymised feedback in my PGCert Workflow page, blog and verbal presentation.

I will inform participants that they may withdraw from the study at any time.



	5. What potential risks to the interests of participants do you foresee and what steps will you take to minimise those risks? A participant’s interests include their physical and psychological wellbeing; their commercial interests; and their rights of privacy and reputation.

This session is short and introductory. Due to time constraints, it will not take discussion to great depths. However the content we cover touch on people’s personal beliefs in relation to how materials should be used (for example, themes such as meat-eating, ethical concerns around animals and biodiversity), anxiety around climate change, and social justice and social and economic welfare in relation to material production. 
With this in mind, I intend to establish a brief netiquette (given the length of the session) that is inspired by the Visual Learning Netiquette created by Shades of Noir, in which tolerance, collaboration and inclusivity are prioritised. 

I will also endeavour to treat all participants in a positive and welcoming way thus minimizing an atmosphere of critique and augmenting collaborative discussion.

Anonymity/ deductive disclosure

1) The participant’s ethical consent form (which integrates information on the session) will clearly set out the intended audience for the study, which is the PGCert community and course eladers. 

2) Anonymity will be in place, and non-essential information around personal opinions will be removed to ensure participants are not recognisable





	6. What potential risks to yourself as the practitioner do you foresee and what steps will you take to minimise those risks? 

I do not see any risks relating to myself. The session will be online, and I will sit in a secluded space for its duration.


	7. Does your project involve children or vulnerable adults e.g. a person with a learning disability? 

Delete as appropriate: NO

If yes, please describe what extra measures you will put in place regarding safeguarding:


	8. How will you store the information you gather from participants? 

Collated and anonymised information will be stored digitally on a secure server and used for my own work on this Unit. The original recording will sit on Academic Support Online and be accessible to participants and Academic Support administrators only. The recording will be left in place so that participants are able to go back and view information after the event.


	I confirm my responsibility to deliver the project in accordance with the Code of Practice on Research Ethics of the University of the Arts London (the University). In signing this form I am also confirming that:

a) The form is accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.
b) I understand and accept that the ethical propriety of this project may be monitored by the relevant College Research body and/or the University’s Research Ethics Sub-Committee.

	
       Signed: ___Julia Flood_________________________  Date: 17.01.2022_________


	I support this project and have reviewed it with the participant:

       Signed: ___Tim Stephens_________________________  Date: 17-01-2022___________
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